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Dewar Friends

In among all the preparations for Christmas in the churches of
my two parishes, [ am still finding time to keep an eye on the
Chilcott enquiry.

Opinion is divided about what the enquiry will reveal.

But it illustrates a profound truth. People should be called

to account for their actions.

It’s there in mythology, for example the Furies, avengers of crime in ancient Greece.
It is there in eastern ideas of karma where actions carry a charge for good or bad.
It is also there in ideas of judgment we find in Judaism and faiths that draw on its
roots. It is important in an age when morality runs the risk of being reduced to
whether you are caught or not. I am a great fan of Thierry Henry, but I had
difficulty with him trying to pin the blame on the referee for not spotting his
deliberate handball in the match against the Republic of Ireland. There is still truth
in the notion that some actions are wrong, and we carry responsibility for them.
This season in the Christian Church is known as Advent. One of the themes in
Advent is the Final Judgement - a time when God will hold everyone to account for
their actions - not just the powerful, but the small fry like most of us. Whatever form
this judgment will take, it reminds us that we should keep our choices under the
scrutiny of our consciences. It is also a reminder that we do make mistakes and need
to be ready to change.

Advent leads up to Christmas. Similarly in Christian teaching, justice goes with
mercy. Mercy doesn’t mean that God is a soft touch. Rather like a good parent, God
patiently shows us how to get it right. The birth of Jesus is the start of the key part
in God’s project of restoring the world in justice. It is the ground for hope in our
troubled world. God’s calling each of us to account is the chance to begin again.
Christmas isn’t a time for shutting the world out, and enjoying ourselves. It is a time
to celebrate God’s gifts to us of compassion, conscience and hope.

So have a very happy Christmas and a hope-full New Year.

God bless you,

),
Rev John Hallows, St Thomas’ Vicarage, Wheatley Lane Road, ﬁ 7
Barrowford, Nelson BB9 6QS Tel. 01282 613206 Email jhallows@tiscali.co.uk
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Many thanks to Friends of Newchurch for all
their hard work in arranging the following
fund raising events: 16th October Pamper
Night raised over £200. 14th November Quiz
night raising £271. Without their continued
support we would not be able to arrange out
of school visits for the children.

We held a non-uniform day on Friday 20th
November and raised £55 for Children in Need.
The children enjoyed a French themed lunch
in October and a Bonfire themed lunch in
November. Mrs Greaves, our cook, works very
hard to make our lunch time menus more
enjoyable for the children.

The children and staff are busy rehearsing for
our Christmas Concert which will take place
in St. Mary’s Church on the afternoon of 8th
December at 2pm and on the evening of 9th
December at 6.30pm. Everyone is very welcome
to come along and support us. Mrs S Hasler-Cregg

SOCIAL
Saturday 19th 7.30pm "Mulled Wine &
Mince Pies' 5, Osborne Terrace, Spenbrook.

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Wed 16th Dec 7.30pm
Review & photos from Skelleron
Mine visit
And Christmas Social.

Wed 20th Jan 7.30pm
Talk by Brenda Hustler

- Genealo
Barley Village Hall

mothers union

Riding Lights Theatre Company presents
Nearly the Goat on Tuesday 22 December at
7pm in St. Thomas Church. A brand new
Christmas play for all the family. Box office
612311 /614500. Tickets £5. Under 16s £3.

At our November meeting we enjoyed
reminiscing over the last 25 years of Mothers
Union events in and around the Deanery.
January 13th 2010
is Presidents Commissioning Service in
Blackburn Cathedral at 7-30pm
Christmas Greetings and a Peaceful New Year
to all our readers.

Buling B Perle n ey i PerdleCommunty Ntk
e ;'i'Families &~ Friends

Festive Celebration 2000

‘Come and _]om in our 5t]1' al

Bringing people together from the rural and
urban areas of Pendle. Presenting a unigue
opportunity to get to know each other by sharing

stories, enjoying interactive games and a three-

al of foods from all around the world. 7

ase rserve YO seat a— . 3
Borough of G s Y
PN

off'ce@bwIdlngbrldgespendle org.uk

FILM EVENING

Wednesday 6th January
S )
Barley Village Hall INSPIRING WOMEN

Barley Chapel
Carols by Candlelight 13th Dec 6pm.
Please let us know if you need
transport.

Barley to Bethlehem 20th Dec 6pm
meet on the car park, bring your own torch.
Live nativity through the village finishing in
the barn at Hargreaves' farm.

There will be coffee and mince pies in the
Chapel afterwards.

Short service on Christmas moming 10.30
Come and show us what
Santa brought you!

Revd A Turner. Tel 614500
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